Official Welcome Guide: Discovering Yala

Part 1: Recommended Tourist Attractions in Yala

1. Wat Khuha Phimuk (Wat Na Tham)

Distance from the Competition Venue: Approximately 8 kilometers (Mueang Yala
District).

Historical and Cultural Significance: Constructed in 1850 during the early
Rattanakosin era, this ancient temple stands as one of the most highly revered sacred
sites in Southern Thailand. Nestled within a magnificent natural limestone cave, it
houses the "Phra Phuttha Saiyat" (Reclining Buddha), a colossal Srivijaya-style statue
measuring over 24 meters in length. Archaeologists estimate the site dates back to the
Srivijaya period (approximately 1,200 years ago), serving as an ancient epicenter for
Buddhist worship. At the cave's entrance, visitors are greeted by "Yaksha Wat Na
Tham," a legendary giant guardian statue locally known as "Chao Khao."

Highlights and Souvenirs: Authentic Srivijaya clay amulets replicas crafted by local
artisans, and traditional Southern woven textiles from the Na Tham community.

2. Yala Central Mosque

Distance from the Competition Venue: Approximately 3 kilometers (Heart of Yala
City).

Historical and Cultural Significance: Established in 1954, the Yala Central Mosque
is an architectural masterpiece and the spiritual center for Yala’s Muslim community.
The structural design elegantly integrates traditional Islamic architecture with
contemporary Thai aesthetics. It prominently features a grand central dome inspired
by West Asian designs, flanked by towering minarets. Situated beside a large reflecting
pool that beautifully mirrors the mosque, it perfectly symbolizes Yala’s identity as a
harmonious, multicultural society.

Highlights and Experiences: Capturing majestic architectural photography during
sunset, and sampling authentic "Nasi Dagang" (traditional Malay local fish curry with
rice) from local eateries surrounding the mosque.

3. Sanam Chang Phueak Park

Distance from the Competition Venue: Approximately 2 kilometers (Mueang Yala
District).

Historical and Cultural Significance: Historically, this public park served as the
ceremonial site for presenting the sacred white elephant, "Phra Sri Savat Bhumi
Phahan," to His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great (Rama IX) in 1968.
Today, it has been transformed into a beautifully landscaped historical landmark and
serves as the official venue for the world-renowned ASEAN Barred Ground Dove
Festival. This annual event attracts thousands of participants from Malaysia,
Singapore, and Indonesia, celebrating the deeply rooted regional culture of dove-
cooing competitions.

Highlights and Experiences: Exploring the historical pavilion and viewing exquisite,
handcrafted "ASEAN Dove Cages" (Klong Nok Khao), which are considered high-
value works of art unique to Yala.
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4. Saphan Dam Street Art & Rainbow Buildings

Distance from the Competition Venue: Approximately 4 kilometers (Sateng
Subdistrict, Mueang Yala District).

Historical and Cultural Significance: "Saphan Dam" (The Black Bridge) is a
historic steel railway bridge spanning the Pattani River, which played a crucial
logistical role during the mid-20th century. Recently, local artists and the community
collaboratively revitalized this former industrial zone into a vibrant cultural hub.
Surrounding old shophouses have been painted into "Rainbow Buildings," and the
walls are adorned with creative street art depicting Yala's unique identity—ranging
from peace doves and traditional sports to local lifestyle portraits.

Highlights and Culinary Delights: Capturing vibrant photographs along the railway
tracks (highly popular for social media) and visiting local cafes to enjoy authentic
Yala-style Roti with "Teh Tarik" (pulled milk tea) paired with savory Southern fried
chicken.

5. Pru Ba Koi (Suan Khwan Mueang)

Distance from the Competition Venue: Approximately 2 kilometers (Mueang Yala
District).

Historical and Cultural Significance: Originally a vast natural wetland known as
"Pru Ba Koi," this area was ingeniously transformed into Yala’s premier public
recreation park, named "Suan Khwan Mueang." Encompassing over 207 rai, it features
a magnificent 69-rai central lake flanked by a simulated sandy beach and towering
pine trees. This brilliant landscape design successfully recreates a tranquil coastal
atmosphere right in the heart of Yala, which is notably the only landlocked province in
Southern Thailand.

Highlights and Experiences: Relaxing by the scenic lake under the shade of the pine
trees, engaging in morning jogs along the picturesque trails, and taking memorable
photographs on the suspension bridges overlooking the water.

6. Wat Rat Burana (Wat Chang Hai) Yala-Pattani

Location / Distance: Khok Pho District, Pattani Province (Located just approximately
30 kilometers from Yala city center, offering highly convenient access near the
provincial border).

Historical and Cultural Significance: An ancient temple over 300 years old, carrying
a profound history related to the legend of "Phraya Kaem Dam," who released a sacred
elephant to prospect for an auspicious city location. Most importantly, it is the site
enshrining the stupa of "Luang Pu Thuat Yiap Nam Thale Chuet," a legendary and
highly venerated monk respected immensely by both Thais and foreigners (particularly
devotees from Malaysia and Singapore).

Highlights and Souvenirs: Paying respects at Luang Pu Thuat's stupa for
auspiciousness and protection, as well as acquiring Luang Pu Thuat sacred amulets,
which are considered invaluable regional artifacts.
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Part 2: Local Halal Dining and Athlete-Friendly Restaurants

1. Makan Shabu & Grill Yala

« Location: Phiphit Phakdi Road (Downtown Yala) | © View on Google Maps

o Highlights and Atmosphere: A highly popular Halal buffet destination, optimally
suited for post-competition physical recovery. It offers an extensive selection of fresh
meats, seafood, and sushi within a highly hygienic and energetic environment. Ideal
for athletes requiring a fulfilling, protein-dense meal.

o Estimated Expenditure: 200 - 300 THB / person.

2. De Mango Restaurant

o Location: Mueang Yala District| © View on Google Maps

o Highlights and Atmosphere: Distinguished by its elegant interior decoration, fully
air-conditioned spaces, and relaxing ambiance. This premium Halal restaurant serves
a sophisticated fusion of authentic Southern Thai dishes and international cuisine. It
provides VIP rooms, making it an excellent venue for official team manager meetings
or formal delegation dinners.

o Estimated Expenditure: 100 - 250 THB / dish.

3. Kin-D Halal Restaurant

o Location: Mueang Yala District| © View on Google Maps

o Highlights and Atmosphere: Situated amidst a lush, tranquil garden atmosphere,
living up to its name "Kin-D" (Eat Well). It offers a daily selection of over 100 Halal
menu items, highlighted by rich Southern Thai curries and fresh local ingredients. It
serves as a peaceful retreat for sports teams to unwind after a demanding day at the
competition arena.

o Estimated Expenditure: 80 - 200 THB / dish.

4. Roti 5 Yaek

o Location: The 5-Way Intersection (Heart of Yala City) | ©® View on Google Maps

o Highlights and Atmosphere: A quintessential local street food landmark that is
indispensable for experiencing Yala’s vibrant nocturnal culture. Renowned for its
authentic Southern Thai milk tea (Teh Tarik), crispy Roti, and various light snacks. It
operates as an open-air venue where athletes can casually immerse themselves in
authentic local lifestyles.

o Estimated Expenditure: 30 - 80 THB / person.

5. Annur Restaurant

« Location: Yala New Market Area | © View on Google Maps

o Highlights and Atmosphere: A highly frequented late-night dining establishment
among locals. Annur is celebrated for its authentic Halal street food, specifically its
highly flavorful "Nasi Biryani" (Khao Mok) and a comprehensive selection of savory
local dishes. Highly recommended for a rapid, delicious, and authentic local dining
experience.

o Estimated Expenditure: 50 - 150 THB / dish.
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6. Lobby Cafe

Location: Mueang Yala District| © View on Google Maps

Highlights and Atmosphere: A trendy Halal Cafe renowned for its signature "Nasi
Kukus" (traditional Malay steamed rice accompanied by rich curry) and Southern-
style fried chicken. The establishment features a cozy, modern-classic aesthetic,
making it a favored daytime resting spot for younger demographics and athletic
groups.

Estimated Expenditure: 69 - 99 THB / dish.

7. Krua Ummi

Location: Mueang Yala District| © View on Google Maps

Highlights and Atmosphere: A local culinary "hidden gem" that has served the
community for nearly a decade. It receives high acclaim for its intensely flavorful
Massaman Curry and Khao Soi (Northern Thai curry noodles). Perfectly suited for
international athletes desiring to experience deeply authentic Thai-Muslim home
cooking.

Estimated Expenditure: 60 - 120 THB / dish.

8. Makiniku Shabu Halal

Location: Mueang Yala District | © View on Google Maps

Highlights and Atmosphere: Another premier destination for Halal Shabu and
grilling in Yala. Operating under a strict Halal policy (strictly no pork and no alcohol),
it ensures a highly comfortable and worry-free dining experience for Muslim athletes.
The lively atmosphere and all-you-can-eat format make it an outstanding choice for
team celebratory events.

Estimated Expenditure: 200 - 300 THB / person.

Part 3: Local Tea and Roti Culture

1. Gu Roti Chachak Yala

Location: Thanawithi 5 Road (Mueang Yala District)| ©® View on Google Maps
Highlights and Atmosphere: A highly popular, air-conditioned local cafe specializing
in an extensive variety of creative Roti (Thai-Muslim flatbread) and their signature
"Teh Tarik" (Southern pulled tea). The environment is modern, highly hygienic, and
vibrant. It serves as the perfect introductory venue for international athletes to sample
traditional Roti integrated with contemporary culinary twists (e.g., Roti Pizza or
Cheese Roti).

Estimated Expenditure: 50 - 100 THB / person.

2. Ayahlif Roti (Old Market)

Location: Talat Kao (Old Market Area, Yala) | © View on Google Maps

Highlights and Atmosphere: A genuine hidden gem highly esteemed by locals.
Ayahlif is famous for its freshly prepared Roti, characterized by a crispy exterior and
soft interior. The definitive signature dish is "Roti Jim Gaeng" (crispy Roti dipped in
rich, savory curry). It offers a deeply authentic, street-side culinary experience that
encapsulates the true gastronomic heritage of the Yala Muslim community.

Estimated Expenditure: 40 - 80 THB / person.
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3. Jong Chong Dee

o Location: Phang Mueang 4 Road (Mueang Yala District) | © View on Google Maps

o Highlights and Atmosphere: The ultimate destination for tea enthusiasts. This
bustling street-side beverage stand holds legendary status among Yala’s youth and
locals for its highly aromatic and intensely flavored Southern Thai Milk Tea. Athletes
can procure a substantial serving of iced tea topped with creamy cheese foam while
enjoying the dynamic and amicable street atmosphere.

o Estimated Expenditure: 30 - 60 THB / drink.

4. Korn Non Yala

o Location: Opposite Shabu Bang (Mueang Yala District) | © View on Google Maps

o Highlights and Atmosphere: The establishment's name literally translates to "Before
Bedtime," accurately reflecting its status as a premier late-night tea house where locals
congregate to relax, converse, and conclude their day. Featuring an excellent, well -
ventilated outdoor seating area, it serves high-quality hot tea, milk tea, and an array of
Halal late-night snacks within a highly welcoming and relaxing environment.

o Estimated Expenditure: 50 - 100 THB / person.
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